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	Noah Through Abraham


God’s Covenant

A. Review: How many books are in the Old Testament? The entire Bible is a book about whom? All judgment ends with God providing what for mankind? Jesus came to give us…finish the sentence? Jesus taught the Apostles to study the Bible in three categories. What were they? Who wrote the first five books of the Bible? What was it called? There are 32 writers of the Bible but who is the author? What happen to Voltaire’s printing press after he died and declared the Bible will be destroyed within a hundred years? Why does Satan fight Gods word so much? What did the spoken Word have to do with the making of the Son of God? Why does God rest on the seventh day of creation? What was the hope God gave Adam and Eve when they were put out of the garden? Why did God not accept Cain’s offering? What was the difference between his offering and Abel’s offering? How does Cain represent religion today? Why did he kill Abel? What was the only covering God provided for man for the floods in the earth during the days of Noah? How many boats did Noah build? Could other people have their own boat to save themselves from the flood?

B. When God brings judgment to the earth for man’s disobedience he always provides a covering for those who repent and trust in him. God always leaves his people a promise that he will he will not forsake them. The wrath of God was terrible in the days of Noah. God had just wiped out all of creation by the floods on the earth! What a devastating act of judgment! So he provided Noah and his seed safety, security and a promise--Genesis 9:8-14. Gods token of the covenant with Noah was setting the rainbow in the sky after it rains. This was Gods sign to man that he will keep his covenant with him. So it is with Jesus Christ. He has given us a token of covenant when we put on his covering in baptism. It’s his sign that he will not break his covenant with you and I in the day of judgment after we die and face the living God. It was 1656 years from Adam to the flood.  So God made a covenant with Noah under four conditions--verses 6-11.
1. God would not curse the ground anymore or destroy all the living by water.

2. Noah and his seed were to repopulate the earth.

3. Man could not eat of the flesh of every living thing, if the blood was not drained from it, along with all the green herbs.

4. The law of capital punishment was established.

C. God shows us the importance of honoring authority in our lives through the story of Noah and his sons--Genesis 9:18-23. Ham mocked and disgraced his father by looking upon his nakedness and telling his other brothers about it. He spoke secretly the shameful 

things of his authority in his life. Ham uncovered the shame and nakedness of his Father. The other brothers refused to act like Ham and showed respect to their Father—Genesis 9:23. Now when Noah awoke he perceived and knew what Ham had did unto him so he curses Hams future seed in verse 24. God honored Noah’s curse and brought judgment on Ham’s seed through the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. Ham’s seed became the foul and disgusting Canaanites who God wiped out so Israel could possess the promise land. We find protection, safety and spiritual security in our lives if we choose to voluntarily by faith submit ourselves to spiritual authority. This means choosing not to uncover the weak areas of spiritual authority to avoid personal problems we bring on ourselves. Notice in verses 26-27 Noah blessed the other two sons. They prospered by honoring and covering the nakedness and weakness of their authority in their lives when they too could have done what Ham chose to do. 

D. The human nature of man always tries to find a way to live without God. The humanism we saw in the garden of Eden now continues with the story of the tower of Babel--Genesis11:1-4. Now God had told them in Genesis 9:7 to multiply and replenish the earth but they refused to listen to what God said. They wanted to avoid being accountable to God and any future floods. Man will always try to devise humanistic plans to find happiness and security for himself without God. It’s in his sin nature no matter how hard he tries to avoid this behavior. The first anti-Christ arose by the name of Nimrod. He was a mighty hunter. He was a very persuasive and powerful man who could rally people together in unity against Gods will for man--Genesis 10:8-10. Nimrod wanted to build a tower too tall for water to reach. This tower would be the center of religious activity for all people.  God allowed man to start his tower but saw that in their unity nothing could stop them from accomplishing any imagination so he came down to spot the building of this tower--Genesis 11:5-9. Now the workers began to speak to each other in different languages for the very first time. This is where man acquired different languages in the earth. That’s why the call the tower Babel. Men were babbling to each other and could not understand each other. The carpenters could not understand the architects. The construction workers could not understand the masons. This incredible act of God caused man to now disperse from one place and spread throughout the earth. Hams descendants went to both Arabia and Africa. Shem’s seed went to Asia and Assyria. Japheth’s seed went to Europe. God will always allow confusion into our lives when we do what the men at the tower of Babel did. When we ignore Gods will for our lives he will allow confusion and disillusionment to come into our lives. Our efforts will get dispersed and become unfruitful. Religion like the tower of Babel is a man-made system to create a way to be saved without Gods covering for his life. Man chose the covering of the tower to save them and God said your covering would never save you. Only the covering that I provide you will save you. Man’s covering in religion always ends up in confusion and 

many different ways you can choose to go to heaven. But YAHWEH has always had only one way man is to be covered to avoid judgment for his life. Satan wants to abolish and eliminate in man’s mind the knowledge of Gods way to be saved through the tower of Babel.

E. The tower of Babel caused mankind all over to begin to worship many different gods and perform disgusting religious practices in their worship such as offering up humans for sacrifices to their gods. God can never accept human sacrifice for the covering of man’s sins. This was an abomination. Man practiced orgies and perverted ceremonies in their worshipping of deities. So God always seeks someone who desires to follow his Word and be used by him. He found a man named Abram in Genesis 12:1-5.  God told Abram to leave all of his relatives and follow his spoken Word. God tells Abram to circumcise his foreskin as a token of covenant that he belongs to YAHWEH. God requires the believer today to place his spoken Word in their lives above that of their own relatives and to be willing to follow him where ever he tells them. God tells us we must put on Christ through the circumcision of Christ in water baptism as a token that we are under his covenant he made with Abraham—Genesis 17:1-5. He changed Abrams name to Abraham. This name means the father of the multitudes. Are you willing to separate yourself unto God for his service? Abraham left by faith to follow after one God when everyone else around him was worshipping two, three and many gods as their deities. God hates the worshipping of many different gods. He is a jealous God and wants to be worshipped as one God in one person Jesus Christ. For Jesus is the expressed image on the invisible God. Abraham knew he was following after one God, one covenant, one covering and one circumcision.  This covenant started with the shedding of blood and the cutting away of the foreskin of man’s flesh, There was no other way God would except a relationship with man except from the blood covenant that came from the cutting away of flesh and the covering of Gods flesh through baptism. The faith of every person today should rest in the promise God made Abraham:

1. I will make you exceedingly fruitful and kings shall come out of you--verse 6.

2. I will establish an everlasting in your flesh through Jesus Christ--verse 13.

3. Circumcise the foreskin of your flesh or you will be cut off--verse 14.

4. Circumcision shall be the token like Noah and the rainbow. Like Adam and Eve with the coats of skin. Like the baptism of being born again for you and I.

F. God tells Abraham he’s going to destroy the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah for their

 sodomy. This is where the word sodomy comes from, Genesis 18:20-22. Abraham tried to intercede for these two cities in verses 24-33. Abraham stopped praying when he could not find ten people who were serious about living for God—Genesis 19:1. So the angels of God went to these wicked cities to get Lot, the nephew of Abraham, out of the cities because 

God was ready to destroy these cities. Lot lived there so long he became used to the sin around him. Look what he calls the men who practice sodomy in verse in seven. Then men became so vile they wanted sex with the angels and were ready to beat the house down for it in verses 8-9. But the angels blinded them in verses10-11 and pulled Lot and his family out of those wicked cities. Lot and his family were warned not to look back when they leave but his wife looked back and became a pillar of salt in verse 17. Lot and his family lingered in verse 16. The children thought it was a game and mocked lot. They lost respect for him since he lived and compromised with sin for so long--Genesis 19:14-15. Today we face the same crises. Gods people not taking the judgment of God serious against this kind of lifestyle living. Leviticus 20:13.  God rained fire from heaven upon these two cities in Genesis 19:24-25. God covered lot but brought judgment on the two cities. We cannot be like Lot who went to these cities because it was appealing to his flesh. He lived a compromising life. He lost his wife and eventually his daughters who knew no men by sex had sex with their father and had children named Moab and Ammon. These two seeds were despicable and perverted. They were born out of incest with Daddy Lot who brought that spirit with them from Sodom and Gomorrah--Genesis 19:31-38. Our hearts must be fully committed to follow after God or we experience what Lots wife experienced. Some people want to live for God but their hearts are still with their old way of living. This gets us into trouble. We will lose our household otherwise.
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