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	The Endtimes – The Book Of Revelation


Revelation 1:1-3,7-8

A. The book of Revelation is book that reveals Jesus Christ, His Bride and the False Church. Many cults have been formed from the misinterpretations of the book of Revelation. For example one theologian wrote a book called” 88 reasons why the rapture will take place in 1988”.  One popular Christian radio program told America to get ready for the rapture because of Y2K with the turn of the century.  There is also a very popular book and video series called, “Left behind”. Its design to scare people into making a commitment for Jesus Christ by using the book of Revelation.  Jim Jones of Guyana led over 800 people to drink cyanide in mass suicide in Jonestown from the misinterpretations of the book of Revelation. Such was the case with David Koresh and the Waco Texas murders.

B. The book of Revelation is a very frightful book indeed but was intended first to reveal to Israel and the Gentiles who Jesus is. If we miss the revelation of who Jesus is we will misinterpret the entire Bible.

C. The book of Revelation is an incredible book because it describes the apocalypse of a great battle called Armageddon in Revelations chapter 20. Where nations from around the earth gather together to fight against the Lord of host.

D. It’s a book that describes a time men will seek death and will not find it because they received the mark of the beast in * Revelation 9:5-6
1. Meteors and comets falling from the skies…*Revelation 8:10-11
2. Locust shaped creatures with tails stinging people…*Revelation 9:7-10
3. Plagues killing people by fire and brimstone…*Revelation 9:17-21
4. Men scorched with great heat who blasphemed God—*Revelation 16:8-11
5. Plagues of Hail falling from Heaven…*Revelation 16:20-21
I.   JESUS CHRIST IS REVEALED THROUGH PERSECUTION
* 2 Timothy 3:12  * Revelation 16:15 * Revelation 14:12 * Revelation 3:4-5

A. Many religions teach that the Church of Jesus Christ will be raptured by God the Son or a dual natured Jesus while God the father comes back to save Israel his chosen people. They say if you miss the rapture you must get your head cut off and be saved by your own blood. This escapology says that the Jews will be the people God seeks to be saved through a seven-year tribulation period while Satan is trying to get them to worship him as the revealed anti-Christ. This teaching came from a man called Charles 

Larkin. It’s called dispensational teaching. Where God and Jesus each have a bride that will be dealt with differently through the seven-year tribulation period. 

B. So the Jews will be saved some other way other than the Gentile Church. Many theologians teach the bride of Christ will never go through persecution because God will never punish or see his bride get beat up. So this is why the rapture teaching is so popular. It causes the believer to fantasize and have a false hope any day now of being raptured from the end time events. Though the Bible clearly speaks of a catching away in *I Thessalonians 4:16-17, it does not reveal to man in which time period this takes place. The danger with this is many Bible believers are waiting for a rapture now and reject any possibilities of persecution and suffering which is the very thing God uses to reveal both the real Jesus and the real Bride:  *Revelation 18:7, * Isaiah 47:7-8
C. Prosperity religion, humanism, and new age teaching is growing rapidly in America. It teaches putting self first. It teaches you are your own god. It teaches you to focus on material things as your blessings. It teaches you to renounce any kind of suffering coming your way. It rejects a suffering savior. This is why the book of Revelation is so violent. Man through religion will blaspheme and hate God because his selfishness will become overwhelmingly destructive. This is the true Mark of the beast system.

D. The mark of the beast is already here--*Revelation 13: 1-18! Many theologians teach this is an implant put in the bodies of humans. Since the book of Revelation is a book of symbols no one can say for sure that’s what it is. It is also believed by some theologians that this mark is symbolic of man working with his hands and his mind under the control of an end time system. 

E. This system has men all over America already putting money and possessions before their very families and God himself. For example: America spends 341 billion dollars on entertainment and pleasure each year according to a U.S. News and World report. Could it be this mark people are receiving already by the relentless passion they pursue each weekend and with the sexually transmitted diseases at an all-time high.  

F. This commercializing of religion and ecumenical cross denominational unity has already caused many people to reject both persecution and the Jesus who has come to reveal himself through the book of Revelation--*Revelation 7:9-13, *Revelation 6:9-11, * Revelation 14:4-5, * Revelation 16:1-6,  * Revelation 17: 6, * Revelation 18:24, * Revelation 19: 1-3, * Revelation 19: 7-15, * Revelation 21:3.

II.   THE FALSE CHURCH IS REVEALED BY THE REJECTION OF PERSECUTION:  *Revelation 9:20-21
A. The false Church will blaspheme the identity of Jesus Christ--*Revelation 13:6-7
B. The false Church will be a materialistic prosperity church –*Revelation 2:9, *Revelation 3:9. 

C. It will be rich in wealth but spiritually very naked and bankrupt--*Revelation 3: 15-22.

D. Jesus said that he who is ashamed of Him in that day; He will be ashamed of them.

E. The false Church will be in allegiance with the one-world government that is all set up in the earth. In Brussels Belgium there is a huge computer system on three floors called the beast. It has the capacity to operate the entire planets population by computer.

III.   THE BOOK OF REVELATION REVEALS THE MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE LAMB: *Revelation 19:7-10
A. This is what Satan does not want you and I to see—the truth!

B.  This is why we must put on Christ in water Baptism. So we can have a wedding garment at the marriage supper of the Lamb and avoid the terrible judgment coming to the earth.

C. The garment of Jesus Christ is how all believers will be identified in the book of Revelation--*Revelation 19:13-15.Beware of the sensationalism of Bible teachers of the book of revelation. It’s simply a book revealing Jesus Christ, His bride and the false Church--*Revelation 19:11-12, * Revelation 22:7-21.

D. It’s a book that comforts those of us enduring persecution in *Revelation        

21:4-6 
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