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	Conquering The Land Of Promise


Joshua 5: 1 – 9
A. Circumcision rolled away the reproach of God’s people.

Joshua was chosen as the successor of Moses. His original name was “Oshea the son of nun. Moses changes Oshea’s name to Joshua, which in English means, Deliverer, my salvation. It is the English translated name for Jesus.
1. Even though Joshua successfully brought the Children of Israel into the land of promise they had to be circumcised in order to walk with Yahweh for covenant relationship. Circumcision cuts away the reproach of Egypt from our lives. Egypt is symbolic of our old lifestyle--our old natures, both our corruptible dust nature and our sin nature.
2. God can still bless our lives like he did Israel but it does not mean we are in right standing with the circumcision covering of the Lord Jesus Christ in our lives. The promises of God are directly tied to the circumcision covenant of Yahweh. This is why we are commanded to put on the wedding covenant flesh of Jesus Christ in Baptism.  
3. God will not show us the land of spiritual promises until we too obey the circumcision of Christ for our lives. The Promise Land and circumcision goes together. There has to be His mark on our flesh as proof we are under His covenant--Genesis 17:11-14, Galatians 3:27, Galatians 6:17 & Matthew 22: 9-14.
B. Even though Israel was not circumcised God kept His word that he gave their forefathers and parted the River Jordan miraculously-- Joshua 4:17-24. This put fear in the hearts of Israel’s enemies according to Joshua 5:1. The waters stopped at the city of Adam about fifteen miles north of the Dead Sea. 

1. When they trusted God and took the first step of faith only then did God part the waters of Jordan. We too must trust God and walk by faith in his Word and not by sight in order to see the waters of our problems part before our eyes. 

2. Israel was either going to die and be humiliated in front of their enemies or God was going to be true to his covenant promises he made them. God wants to perform his covenant promises in our lives that all the people of the earth might know the One True God and fear him through how He deals with your life--Joshua 4:24.
C. Israel needed the mark of God upon them to distinguish them in a wicked and religiously vile land--Joshua 24:18. In his farewell address, Joshua declared to all of Israel that they must make a choice even after circumcision. They must decide that they 
will completely walk with God in a land full of many different gods who seek people to compromise their relationship with God. 

1. Circumcision tells all other religions that you bear the covering and mark of the flesh and divine nature of the One True God--Jesus Christ! Love, faithfulness, and obedience were required of Israel to their covenant relationship with the One and only True God of all religions. 

2. Joshua warned them that Yahweh is a very jealous God. Never put any other affection, idols or relationships before him--verse19-25. Israel was commanded to drive out all of the false religions of the land or they would become like the other religions! This was not an option! This was a part of accepting the mark of circumcision in their flesh.
D. God raises up fifteen judges to rule Israel after the death of Joshua.  

For two hundred years Israel went through turbulent testing and trials. It was literally a time of struggle for survival. These Judges saved Israel from destruction and becoming like the rest of the religions.  Their names were:

1) Gideon 2) Samson 3) Deborah 4) Ehud 5) Shamgar 6) Othniel 7) Tola    8) Jair  9) Jephthah 10) Ibzan 11) Elon  12) Abdon. 

1. Without these Judges, Israel would have been exterminated by their enemies.  These Judges show us all that we need spiritual authority over us in our lives. Without it Israel justified doing things in their own eyes. Eventually they cried out to God to have their own king like the rest of the nations. They did not want a theocracy government where Yahweh was their king. 

2. Israel wanted to be just like the rest of the world without truly relying on God for their daily direction and affection—I Samuel 8:1-22. They no longer respected their spiritual leadership; they wanted a political King to integrate them in world and business associations.

3. God always wanted a separate people unto himself, but they no longer wanted to be Gods unique people. He wanted Israel to be different in their conversations, their dress, and manner of life and value system. So God gave them what they wanted. We must be careful what we ask for because if we persist for what God does not want us to have He will give it to us anyway.

D. God raises up a Prophet during wicked times to start the era of Kingship for Israel for the first time.  For 120 years three men, Saul, David, and Solomon ruled Israel. 1) Saul was the people’s political choice. 2) David was God’s Choice. 3) Solomon was David’s choice. Saul was an opportunist and a spiritualist who served the people and his thirst for spirituality more than Yahweh himself--I Samuel 13:1-18 & I Samuel 15:1-28. 

1.  David was a man after God’s own heart because though he made serious mistakes in his life he was quick to repent of those sins and passionately believe God for mercy in his life. David had great faith in the mercy of God. 

2. He was the first King and priest that approached God in passionate worship. Because of his great affection for God he was promised that his lineage would bring the Messiah to the world--2 Samuel 7:13-17. 

3. Solomon was known for his great wisdom--2 Chronicles 1:9-12. The Bible says in the book of James that God gives wisdom liberally to those who ask for it. Solomon built the greatest wealth in all of Israel. His fame went out the entire earth all because he asked God for wisdom and not fame or fortune. 

4. On one occasion two women sought the Wisdom of Solomon for a maternal argument over a baby. Each woman tells Solomon that the certain baby belongs to her. So Solomon tells both women he will take his sword out and cut the baby in half and give each woman their half. The true mother screams as she pleads with him not to cut the baby in half. Upon this observation Solomon discovers and discerns the true mother and gives this woman her baby. 

5. In Solomon’s final years he falls into serving other gods and having over 700 wives and concubines. Due to Solomon’s compromise it affected his son named Rehoboam who succeeded his throne. Rehoboam was a very wicked man. He was hard on the people. He drove them with an iron fist. His oppression led to a split with the nation of Israel.
F.
The Kingdom is divided.   Ten tribes went with a man named Jeroboam. They were called the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Two tribes went with Rehoboam and they were called the southern kingdom-Judah retained two tribes. This was a time God sent the ministry of Elijah the Prophet to Israel. The reason why this is important is because God wants to show us a pattern of how we can identify truth and the One True God through the History of Israel. For example: Even though Israel was divided, God still kept one covenant enforced through the promises of Abraham. God clearly shows us his divine messianic identity from the beginning of Genesis:

1. God makes one covenant with Abraham called the “Promise Seed” but Sarah and Hagar divide the promise into two categories: A) Children of the flesh-Hagar, and B) children of the promise-Sarah. Both women had sons from Abraham but the promise was going to come through Sarah’s boy Isaac. One woman was a bondwoman-Hagar, the other the woman of promise for the Messiah-Sarah. The elder always ends up serving the younger.

2. Esau and Jacob were two nations coming out of one woman fighting against each other. One represented physical promise-Esau, the other spiritual promise-Jacob.

3. Cain and Abel were two brothers in conflict yet the younger received the promise and not the Elder.

4. From the Kingship of David represented 42 generations to Jesus Christ. David’s kingship points us to Jesus Christ being our eternal king through his coming in his own flesh and blood. This is the kingship promise we put on by faith. Even though there are two divided kingdoms with Israel we must understand how God reveals his identity through Israel or we will misinterpret the rest of the Bible.

5. There were two promises made to Israel-1) the circumcision promise of the flesh to Abraham, and the Kingship promise made to David. These two promises reveal the true identity of Jesus Christ. Israel and the Pharisees later were looking for an earthly King to pop out of nowhere and they rejected the heavenly man Jesus Christ.

6. The Church came out from natural Israel grafted into one covenant promise made to Abraham by putting on Christ. We are the younger of the two brothers with natural Israel being the first brother and the Church being the second brother. One covenant but two brothers.

7. So it is when you receive the Holy Ghost and you are baptized in Jesus name--you are born first to an earthly nature but later born again with a heavenly nature. This is the pattern of God in discerning the identity of Jesus Christ. He came to give us his nature by circumcision promise and kinship promise. That’s why there are two genealogies in the Bible. The Matthew account represents the Abrahamic circumcision promise and the Luke represents the Kingship promise. Yet it’s all one covenant revealing one God, one nature, and one personality to one set apart people!
G. Israel taken into Babylon--II Chronicles 36:11-19.  God’s people will always go into spiritual bondage when they ignore and take lightly the spiritual leadership set over them. This is why Israel said, “How can we sing in a strange land?” in Psalm 137:4.  They were in bondage for over 200 years to their enemies. This made Israel desperate and thirsty to return back to their God. This takes place in the books of Nehemiah and Ezra. God always preserves a remnant of people after his truly holy name and covenant in the most terrible times on earth.
H. The 400 silent years.  This was a time God did not speak to Israel by Prophet or priest. This was a time more false religions were recorded amongst Israel than any other time. When God chooses not to speak to man he has a tendency to create his own religions and ideologies to fit his lifestyle. During this time period the Sadducees, the Pharisees, The Sanhedrin, the Scribes, and Essences were created. This time period concluded the ending of the Old Testament for Israel. This was a time period Israel now fell under the ruler ship of Caesar and Rome around 37 B.C. This preceded the coming of the Messiah Jesus Christ.

LESSON


7


TEACHER


NOTES





LESSON


7


TEACHER


NOTES





LESSON


7


TEACHER


NOTES





LESSON


7


TEACHER


NOTES








4 of 4

