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	From Abraham To Egyptian Bondage


Introduction: 

Our human reasoning can sometimes hinder our obedience to the bible, especially when God has asked us to trust him for something in our lives and we just can’t see how God is going to do it. So then we allow our human reasoning to take over. This was the case with Abraham and his wife Sarah in Genesis 16:1-4. 

A. Ten years had passed for Abraham and Sarah who left their comfort zone and homeland to follow after God by faith. Yet they were getting old and failed to have a child. So Sarah tells Abraham to take his handmaiden, Hagar, and try to conceive a child. Hagar gave birth to a boy named Ishmael. This was not God’s plan. Abraham and Sarah used human reasoning to do God’s will. It caused unrest in their home because both Sarah and Hagar did not get along. To serve and follow after God means to obey his word above human reasoning.

B. God chose Sarah to establish his covenant in the earth with. He meant just that. God will test us to see if we will obey and love his word more than giving into our human understanding for our problems. Read Genesis 17:15-19.
C. Like Abraham and Sarah, we can think God’s word will never come to pass for our lives. They both laughed at what God said—Genesis 18:11-15. God wants to know if you are willing to trust his word at any cost. Otherwise something will cause you to make your own decisions outside of God’s word. Financial pressure, family problems and marriage obstacles can cause us to laugh at God’s word and do our own thing.
D. Like always, man tries to work out his own way of going to heaven. Such is the case when Abraham and Sara sought to have a child outside of each other. God reveals to Abraham that one day he is coming himself through a dead virgin womb. God himself shall conceive a child by his own word through the Virgin Mary.
E. Abraham realized this through the old age and deadness of Sarah’s womb. Read Romans 19:24. So Sarah finally at 90 years old bares a son named Isaac by the miraculous power of God. God is showing Abraham through the miracle birth of Isaac that he himself will come to earth and give all mankind his own flesh that he will put on by faith in water baptism because our bodies will one day die and decay.
F. When man tries to bring God down to his level of understanding, he ends up in confusion and turmoil with others. Abraham and Sarah’s decision to use Hagar to give birth to Ishmael has caused the world its greatest war ever known. Ishmael represents the Arab race of people. Isaac represents the Jewish race of people. Ishmael’s seed claims through the Holy Koran and Allah that they are the chosen seed from Abraham. 


The bible declares God chose his promise seed to be established through Isaac and not Ishmael. In other words, God promised the Messiah, Jesus Christ, would come one day in a flesh made by The Word and not from the dust of the ground through the seed of Isaac. 

Both seeds to this day have bitterly fought over land in the Middle East. The Ishmaelites are a blessed seed through the control of oil throughout the world. They are seed from Abraham, but the promise of Yahweh coming in the word made flesh was only through Isaac’s seed and not Ishmael’s. Much bloodshed has occurred over these two brothers fighting.

The bible even predicts it in Daniel 9:11. The word “curse” in Hebrew means Allah. God told Isaac’s seed if you do not obey my word, I would allow your brother’s seed to fight and torment you. So it’s not a coincidence that Daniel 9:11 is the same numbers for the ninth month of September and the 11th day when America was invaded by the Jihad Arab war of Ishmael’s seed. The perpetrators of 911 claimed allegiance to Allah for their actions—Daniel 9:11 is no coincidence.

G. It is in the human nature of man to try to serve and love God on his own terms while having competing affections. When we love God’s blessings more than God himself, it causes God to test our motives by his word. Read Genesis 22:1-2. Abraham was being asked to offer up his only son to God in proving whom he loved the most. Surrounding nations around Abraham were offering up human sacrifices to their gods. God required more loyalty from Abraham than the other gods. So it is today. Will I give the gods of this world more than I do the God of Abram, Isaac, and Jacob?

End of Part 1
Beginning of Part 2
A. Esau and Jacob represent the wrestling of wars that go on within us to serve God. Esau is that side of us that is attracted to the harmful influences of this world. Esau was apathetic towards spiritual things because he was so selfish, he only valued what benefited him—Genesis 25:27-34. Esau had little hunger for going to church, or prayer, or changing his life. He thought only of himself with getting instant gratification. Esau became critical towards religion. He despised spiritual things. He became disillusioned with church people. 

On the other hand Jacob hungered for spiritual things. He sought ways to get more of God’s blessings. His only problem was he tried to approach doing things for God out of manipulation and trickery—Genesis 27:8-39. His zeal and ambition almost got him killed by his brother Esau. God looks at our heart and motives when we try to live for him. He doesn’t hold our flaws and weaknesses against us. Jacob kept pursuing God even though he knew he was responsible for the trouble in his family with Esau. Jacob’s troubles and personal problems drove him to a closer relationship with God—Genesis 27:41-42 & Genesis 32:24-30.

B. Like Jacob, if we pursue God with all of our hearts we too will receive a new nature, a new name, and a new body by faith when we put on Christ. Jacob paid a price. He now walked with a limp from wrestling with an angel. You and I too must pay a price to walk with God—there will be some discomfort involved. We can only walk with God if we allow him to show us the crippled areas of our lives that we must turn over to him. None of us can truly walk with God until we are ready to limp for God; by the areas in our lives we turn over to him that are not like him.

C. God turned Jacob’s troubles into triumph when he got honest and desperate with God. Jacob had to turn over to God his manipulation and trickery. He had to get honest with himself. Jacob had to get all alone with God and face his inner struggles by himself, then and only then did God change the attitude of Jacob’s enemies towards him—Genesis 33:1-4.

D. Jacob goes on to have 12 sons, who become the 12 tribes of Israel. They are Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulon, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Joseph, and Benjamin. God would establish a covenant through these 12 tribes. God chose these 12 tribes to be the custodian promise that one day he himself would come and give man an eternal covering for his sins and change his dust nature.


E. Bad things happen to good people. This is the case with the life of Joseph, Jacob’s 11th son. Life can be bitter and very unfair to us at times, without understanding or having answers. Joseph led this kind of life and yet inspires everyone who reads of him that you can still live for God under bad conditions—Genesis 37:2-4. His brothers hated him because he received blessings and favor from his parents. He gets a special coat of many colors from his father. Joseph is a type shadow of Jesus Christ where he receives a coat from his father that his own brothers hate. Jesus received a flesh, or a coat for many colors and races from his own Father that his own crucified him over. Sometimes your own relatives and friends will despise you and become jealous when you take a stand for Christ because they weren’t strong enough to do it themselves—Genesis 37:5,8 & 19-20. 

All Joseph does is tell his brothers about his dreams and they kidnap him to sell him into slavery. When we put on Christ we receive a joy and strength that even life’s greatest disappointments cannot destroy. Joseph had a relationship with God even while wrongfully being put into prison—Genesis 39:1-6. Are you willing to be like Joseph that no matter what happens to you and how people treat you that your mind is made up to live for God? This is what the Holy Ghost is for in our lives. It gives us the power to overcome severe disappointments, loneliness, rejection and the jealousies of other people. 

When you Put on Christ it gives you the power to resist Satan’s greatest temptations—Genesis 39:7-20. We must want Christ and our heavenly garment more than life’s pleasures, riches and temptations. Only then will we have the power over the Devil. Even in our deepest hurts and pains God shows us he’s with us—Genesis 38:21. God prepares our future through today’s pains. Joseph was determined to get better and not bitter. God has to use pain and rejection to teach us how to have compassion, patience and love for other people—Genesis 41:37-41.

The same dreams that put Joseph in prison brought him out of prison because Joseph successfully interpreted some disturbing dreams of Pharaoh in Genesis 40: 12-36. God uses our hurts, pains and failures to help and deliver others after we Put on Christ—Genesis 50:20. Joseph’s brothers and family were reunited with Joseph when he became governor over Egypt. God put Joseph into slavery to one day save his whole family. 

The decision we make for Christ will affect our entire family for a lifetime. Joseph brought his whole family to Egypt to care for them during famine years in Genesis 45:4-13. Will you allow God to use your disappointments, hurts, and failures to help other people? Only through being born again can God help us do this. God has to change our nature to see life and people through his eyes, not our own.


F. Israel grew in Egypt after this time, for many years. Israel had now become a nation for the first time. They prospered and became very powerful. Yet when Pharaoh died, another Pharaoh rose up who knew not the God of Israel and put them into bondage because they outgrew Egyptians in commerce success. Pharaoh wanted to hinder the rapid growth of Israel and enjoy their financial successes by putting them into slavery. Israel went into slavery for 400 years. Ultimately God would use one man to deliver Israel from their bondage, for God will always hear the cries of his people.
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