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The Old Covenant

(Luke 24:44; Hebrews 10:7)

· The entire biblical theme is the revelation of Jesus Christ and his love for humankind.

· The Bible is a timeless book of eternal truths for all cultures and for all walks of life.

· The Bible reveals to us how God deals with man, what God expects from man, and how much God loves man.

Testament according to the Vine dictionary means “Covenant” or “an agreement between two parties”. Within the agreement lists the items for which both parties have agreed to uphold.

The Old Testament

· Thirty-nine books written (3 letters in “Old” and 9 letters in “Testament”).

· Thirty-two writers wrote the Old Testament over 1400 years.
· Sixty-six books are in the entire bible.
1. The Pentateuch: The first five books of the bible, which are the Law of Moses. 
(Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy)
2. Next Twelve Books: God uses the Law of Moses to deal with children of Israel in the next twelve books. (Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I Samuel, II Samuel, I Kings, II Kings, I Chronicles, II Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Ester)
3. Books of Poetry: These books show the passion of God’s love toward man. (Job, Psalm, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon)

4. The Psalms: In the Hebrew language, it is called “The Book of Praise”. The Psalms is a collection of books written by six different authors.

5. The Major Prophets: These books reveal God’s love, identity, and judgment for the children of Israel. (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel)
6. The Minor Prophets:  These books complete the Old Testament. (Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi) 
God’s Divine Inspiration

· God inspired men to write the words of the Bible. (II Peter 1:20-21)

1. God Warns: God warns man not to add or take away anything that is written in the Word of God. (Revelation 22:18-19)
2. Voltaire – A French infidel, who had his own printing press, said that Christianity would be destroyed within 100 years. Fifteen years after Voltaire’s death his own printing press was used to make hundreds of Bibles.

3. Matthew 24:35: God said that His Word would never pass away.

God’s Creative Spoken Word

1. Faith: Through faith, we understand how the world was framed. (Hebrews 11:3)
2. The Spoken Word is powerful: Through the spoken word, God made the world out of nothing. (Genesis 1:3)
3. Jesus Christ the Spoken Word:  Jesus Christ was made by the powerful spoken word. The flesh of the spoken word was holy and incorruptible just like the written word of God. (John 1:14)
4. Corruptible Flesh:  Adam was formed from the dust of the earth, which has the nature to sin. Eve was formed from Adam, thereby having the same ability to sin. (Genesis 2:7)
5. Disobedience: Adam and Eve broke fellowship with God because of their disobedience. They inherited spiritual death because their sin produced separation from God. (Genesis 2:17; Genesis 3:24)
God’s Plan

1. God’s Love:  God’s love for humankind caused him to create a promise that instituted a plan of one day coming in his own flesh to restore man back to a place of fellowship and intimacy with himself. (Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 7:14)
2. Jesus Is The Hope: The restoration of fellowship was Adam and Eve’s hope, which is why in Genesis 4:1 they named their first-born son, Cain (meaning, “I have gotten a man from the Lord”). They thought Cain would be their savior to restore fellowship with God. They were wrong!
3. Man’s Way: Cain represents man’s way of doing things. Cain did not try to please God. He offered a sacrifice from the corruptible earth instead of what God required. (Genesis 4:5-6).
4. God’s Way: Abel tried to please God and offered to God an animal sacrifice with the shedding of blood, which was what God required. The blood of that sacrifice was a symbolic foreshadow of blood being shed for man’s sins. (Genesis 4:3-4)
5. Over 3,000 Different Religions:  Many religions exist because of man worshipping God his own way.
6. Ignored Bitterness: Unresolved bitterness led to the first biblical murder. Cain was bitter with Abel and had an ought against his brother. (Genesis 4:9-11) Sin ignored causes the heart to harden and poisons the conscience. Man’s wickedness spread throughout the earth.
Warning Of Judgment

1. God Warns Noah:  God told Noah that he was going to judge the earth and destroy it by water.
2. Future Covering: God had a plan, which was to provide a covering for protection against destruction and for salvation.
3. The Ark: Noah built the ark according to God’s specifications. The ark had only one door and one window. It took 120 years to build.
4. One Plan: One door, symbolized God having only one plan for salvation. HIS WAY!
5. One Way: Jesus Christ said, “I am the door, the truth, and the life”. No one can come to the Father except through him. (Matthew 24:37-39)
6. One Salvation: When God brings judgment, he always provides a covering to show his love. This is why God manifested himself in flesh as the Son of God. To avoid the judgment of eternity we put on the covering of Christ in water baptism. Then, we receive the filling of the Holy Spirit to give us life that overcomes sin
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