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	The Birth Of The Church To The Tabernacle Plan


Questions: What do you think the Law of God is? Take a guess. When we say the Law vs. Grace, what does that mean to you?
A. The Law of God is simply Yahweh’s thoughts, mind and covenant will toward man through Israel.

1. The law of God is not done away with, according to the words of Jesus in Matthew 5:17—“Think that I am come to destroy the Law, or the Prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.” The Law is God’s mind and his character revealed to a covenant people. It’s not a bunch of do’s and don’ts Israel did out of duty. Israel followed the Law because they were commanded to love God from their hearts as you and I are supposed to do. God always wants heart relationship from us. The Law tells us how to love a Holy God who is jealous over his covenant people.

2. It is not a separate covenant and book for Jews only with the Gentiles following the New Testament. Jesus Christ came to fulfill the Mosaic Law by giving both Jew and Gentile his flesh and his Spirit through putting on Christ. The Mosaic Law reveals Jesus Christ, as we will continue to study throughout this and other lessons.

3. You cannot love an omnipotent, omniscient God from your point of view. YAHWEH gave his own feelings, and His own values in which Israel and we are to follow in order to say we love God. God told us that if we love Him then we would obey His commandments. Too often people say, “I love God”, but never learn His book (Torah) to properly understand the New Testament. Thus, they only have religious love and ceremonial affection towards a god, but not towards the One and only True God of Israel. That’s why we have so many different religions today. People choose to make up other books and false gods and refuse to honor the only One True Covenant God called YAHWEH. We must follow the right teachings for our Spirit to go to heaven.

· Deuteronomy 26:16-19

· I John 5:2-3

B. With the finger of God, Moses received the Ten Commandments written on tablets of stone.
1. When this happened lightning and thunder flashed all over Mount Sinai; followed by an earthquake whereby the crest of the base of the mountain trembled. Smoke and fire shot out from the mountain at the same time—Deuteronomy 4:11-12. This dazzling display of heavenly fireworks was a majestic splendor that overwhelmed the people when they saw it. God was showing Israel how serious this was for the Law to be given to them at this time. He was showing them his superior Glory and Power. God put terror in their hearts during this time by instructing no one to touch or go near the mountain less they die.
2. Israel was given the hidden mind of God himself for civil, moral, and ceremonial conduct. Again this is called the Mosaic Law.

C. Israel received the Ten Commandments at this time for the basis of living as a nation set apart unto God.

1. These same commandments have guided the majority of civilized societies since that time. They have become the basis of man’s moral consciousness. Can you quote the Ten Commandments?

2. These commandments tell you how God thinks and what he expects of man.


D. The Law is like a thermometer. It indicates fever in the body.
1. It’s where we learn God’s true ways and temperament. It tells the Old Testament saints how to be saved. It’s a shadow that points us all to Christ.

2. Some religions teach that the Old Testament and the Law could not save man from his sins. Others teach the Old Testament people were not the Bride of Christ. Anyone who believed that YAHWEH would come one day in his flesh was saved under Old Testament requirements. They did these things by faith knowing Jesus would one day come to roll away all of mankind’s sins through his saving flesh and blood—John 8:56-58, John 5:46, 1 Peter 1:10-11. They too were saved by faith through grace.

3. The Law separated Israel now as a distinct people from the rest of the world. This now becomes the True Church of the Living God.

4. This now reflects to the entire world--one God, one Spirit, on personality, one people and one covenant!

5. Once Israel entered into this covenant with God, they became his very own people. To flirt with other gods infuriated him! Covenant people are permanently marked because they represent deity. They are Yahweh’s Holy people separated from the rest of the world in terms of values and morality and the God they worship.

E. God is very specific when he gave his laws in writing. He wants His people to reflect who He is with their very own lifestyle.

1. He tells Israel how to teach and train the children—Deuteronomy 6:4-9 & Leviticus 20:9.
2. He gives Israel a health and dietary plan for their bodies—Leviticus 11:1-47 & 17:10-14.

3. God gives instructions on how to solve judicial disputes for human conduct and conflict resolution—Deuteronomy 19.

4. Israel is told how to dress—Deuteronomy 22:5.

5. Israel is told how to deal with sexual immoralities—Leviticus 20:13.

6. They were told when to go to Church—Exodus 20:8-11.

7. They were told to observe special holidays unlike today’s Christian holidays.

8. Israel is even told how to come into God’s presence properly through what the Bible calls “The Tabernacle of Moses”—Exodus 25:8-9.

F. The Tabernacle of Moses was all about showing Israel and the whole world that God himself will one day come as a tabernacle made without hands. This Tabernacle came as the “Word made flesh” and dwelt among us:

· Hebrews 9:11 & 23-24

· Hebrews 10:1 & 4-7

1. The Tabernacle of Moses was made out of badger skin. It was ugly on the outside, but beautiful on the inside. So it was with Jesus Christ. He was not comely to look upon but he was the “sweet rose of Sharon”, our “bright and morning star” because of His love for mankind.

2. In the Tabernacle of Moses was: a) a brazen altar, b) the brazen laver c) the table of shewbread d) the altar of incense e) the golden candlestick and f) the Ark of the Covenant. It had two compartments—the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place.

· THE BRAZEN ALTAR- A place where the priest killed animals for the shedding of blood for the remission of sins. It reminds us of repentance for our sins.

· THE BRAZEN LAVER- A place where priest washed and took examination of themselves. Failure to be washed was punishable by death. So it is with putting on Christ in water baptism I Peter 3:21. This reminds us of water baptism.
· THE TABLE OF SHEWBREAD- A place in the Holy place where the High priest would eat sacred bread in the waiting of the true bread from heaven Jesus Christ to come to earth in flesh prepared by God himself. This is also communing with God’s Word.
· THE ALTAR OF INCENSE- where incense is burned to reflect prayer always going up before God. This shows our necessity in depending on God.
· THE GOLDEN CANDLESTICK- where the priest would light to reflect Jesus Christ as the light of the world. It was made from pure gold.
· THE ARK OF THE COVENANT- behind the holy of holies where the presence of God abided. In that ark were the tables of stone, Aaron’s rod, and the Pot of manna. When the priest was finished with his work he would come into this place and sprinkle blood on the mercy seat from the brazen altar. Once a year the priest would offer up a lamb per man, a lamb per family, and a lamb per nation.  If God accepted the priests’ sacrifices fire from heaven would come down from heaven and lick up the blood from the mercy seat. If the priests were ill prepared they attached to their legs bells and a rope when entering this sacred place. So in case they did not make it back out the other priest could pull them out of the Most Holy Place. This reminds us of receiving the Holy Ghost because Christ is our mercy seat we call on to receive the Holy Ghost. We have a right to freely enter into Gods presence by faith when we follow these steps for our lives and experience Gods great love for us. All in the Holy of Holies. 

The Tabernacle was God’s way of showing us how to put on Christ

Hebrews 8:5, 9:8 & 10:1
This is why Jesus said, Moses wrote of me.
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THOU SHALL HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME


This emphasizes man’s first duty to love the Lord thy God with all their heart, soul and might. Money, pleasure, fashion, fame, gluttony or any other gods must never replace the one true Heavenly man, Jesus Christ.


THOU SHALL NOT MAKE UNTO THEE ANY GRAVEN IMAGES


Do not put up in your home or place of worship any images or statues of YAHWEH or any other deities, for He is a jealous God.


THOU SHALL NOT TAKE THE LORD THY GOD’S NAME IN VAIN


God’s covenant name is YAHWEH according to Exodus 3:13-15. His redemptive Messianic name for salvation given under heaven to man is YAHSHUA or as we say in English Jesus Christ. Don’t take this name in vain. Don’t call God something he is not. God is not God’s name. He specifically gave the name of YAHWEH to identify with both Jews and the saving name of Jesus Christ! Profane swearing is one way to take the name of the Lord in vain but this commandment is really referring to the false use of other names we call God and refusing to acknowledge him as YAHWEH.


REMEMBER THE SABBATH AND KEEP IT HOLY


Israel was commanded to rest and cease from all of their works on the Sabbath Day. Those who did not were stoned. The Sabbath was designed for family members to worship the Lord exclusively on the seventh day. Though the ceremonial Sabbath is done away with, there are two ways Christians honor and worship the Sabbath today.  1) They receive the Holy Ghost with the evidence of speaking with other tongues because this is Jesus coming into your heart. Jesus Christ is the Sabbath or “the rest” for our hearts—Mark 2:28, Matthew 12:5-8 and Hebrews 4:4 & 8.  2) By going to the house of worship on Saturday or Sunday to honor God. It’s commanded that we do this.





HONOR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER THAT THY DAYS MAY BE LONG UPON THE EARTH


Children must reverence and obey their parents or their days on earth won’t be long. Juvenile delinquency in the Torah was never tolerated. The responsibility rests with the parents to train their children morally and spiritually to obey God’s commandments. This means children are to give place of honor to their parents at all times.


THOU SHALL NOT KILL


Suicide and murder are prohibited in God’s Holy Word because man is made in God’s image. However capital punishment is scriptural since the guilty murderer has destroyed another made in God’s image (eye for eye and tooth for tooth).


THOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY


Marriage is the highest of all human relationships and is not to be violated on any terms with adultery


THOU SHALL NOT STEAL


Our dealings with men are to be honest. Stealing is an act against your moral character


THOU SHALL NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS


This includes slander, gossip, and tale bearing without careful investigation. Also leaving false impressions, exaggeration, flattery, or failure to defend one who is justly criticized. No matter what the circumstances are, it always pays to tell the truth. The world calls this “snitching” God calls it saving your soul.


THOU SHALL NOT COVET


This means to desire to have what someone else already owns. This reveals the hidden parts of an evil heart and exposes the root of where many sins grow from.  
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