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From Abraham to Egyptian Bondage

Our human reasoning can sometimes hinder our obedience to the Bible, especially when God has asked us to trust him for something in our lives. Oftentimes, it is difficult to see how God will work out situations. We eventually allow our human reasoning to take over.
A Lesson of Trust

1. Genesis 16:1-4: God shows us the importance of trusting Him no matter what solutions our creative minds devise. The story of Abraham and his wife, Sarah, examples faith and trust in God. 

Abraham’s wife grew impatient in waiting for God’s promise to birth a son. She devised her own solution to bare a child, which was through her handmaid, Hagar. Hagar bore, Ishmael, to Abraham as Sarah’s solution to bare a child. 

NOTE:  We can learn from Sarah’s decision to take matters into her own hands. Handling matters, she caused concern, division, unrest, and turmoil for her family.
2. Genesis 17:15-19: God chose Sarah to establish his covenant. However, God did test Sarah’s obedience and trust to see if she would obey Him and remain focused on His promises, even though she was not seeing them fulfilled. She became impatient with God, which caused her depended on her own understanding and reasoning.

Many times, God tries or tempts Christians through financial pressure, family problems, relationship conflict, and marital obstacles for the purpose teaching us to trust God and lean on His promises. We often submit to our own reasoning and decisions, which end up creating more grief, confusion, turmoil, and sorrow. God wants to teach us to trust His Word at any cost. When man tries to bring God down to his own level of understanding, he ends up suffering. 

3. Genesis 21:9-13: Abraham and Sarah’s decision to use Hagar as a surrogate mother to give for the birth of Ishmael has caused a never-ending war in today’s world. Much blood was shed through history because both Ishmael and Isaac claim to be the chosen heir of Abraham.
NOTE: Ishmael represents the Arab race of people and Isaac represents the Jewish race of people. Ishmael’s seed claims through the Holy Koran and their god, Allah, that they are the chosen seed from Abraham. While, their blessed through the control of oil throughout the world they are not the chosen seed through which Jesus, the Messiah, would be born.

4. Genesis 21:13-20: Hagar was asked to leave her residence with her son because of the conflict with Sarah. Both seeds of Abraham would not co-exist together because there was only one “promise seed”.
An Act of Obedience

.
1. Genesis 22:1-2:  God tested Abraham’s obedience by requesting that he sacrifice unto God, his only son. The sacrifice of his son was in place of the normal blood sacrifice of an animal.  

2. Genesis 22:3-10: Abraham obeyed God and humbly tied his son up as a sacrificial lamb ready for slaughter.

3. Genesis 22:11-14:  Abraham’s obedience proved to God that Abraham was trustworthy. God honored his act of submission by providing a ram as a blood sacrifice instead of Abraham’s son. Abraham called that place of worship “Jehova – Jireh”, translated as “God is my provider”.
4. Genesis 22:15-18:  God blessed Abraham in many ways for his obedience to carry out a sacrifice of his only son.


5. Genesis 17:7-14: These same blessings extend to Christians today. God confirmed the promise He made with Abraham.  Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice his only son foreshadowed Jesus’ willingness to be a sacrifice. Both Abraham and Isaac trusted God to carry out His promise. He showed his strong love for the “one true God” through his obedience, even when he did not understand.  Sometimes we struggle within ourselves when we do not understand God’s reasoning for why things happen or do not happen the way we think they should. Jacob and Esau represent the inner-struggles that man endures when serving God.

Struggles of Disobedience
1. Genesis 25:27-34: Esau had little hunger for the spiritual things of God. In his selfishness, he only thought about how to gain instant gratification to satisfy his flesh. 

2. Genesis 27:8-39: Jacob, on the other hand, hungered for spiritual things; however, he tried to gain God’s blessings through manipulation and trickery. His zeal and ambition almost got him killed by his brother, Esau.
3. Genesis 27:41-42:  Jacob’s troubles and personal problems drove him to a closer relationship with God
4. Genesis 32:24-30:  God changed Jacob’s name to Israel and blessed him for twelve sons. These twelve sons became the “twelve tribes of Israel”. God chose the twelve tribes to be custodians of the promise that one day God, himself, would come to exchange man’s sinful dust nature for an eternal covering through the promise of his own heavenly flesh (promise seed--spiritual).
NOTE:  Joseph was Jacob’s eleventh son, his favorite son, who was despised they the other ten sons.

5. Genesis 33:1-4: God turned Jacob’s troubles into triumph when he became honest with God and desperate for God. Only after Jacob beginning to face himself and become transparent with God did God change the attitude of Jacob’s enemies towards him.

If we pursue God, like Jacob, with all of our hearts, we will also receive a new nature, a new name, and a new body by faith when putting on Christ. Jacob paid a price. He had to walk with a limp from wrestling with an angel. (Genesis 32:23-30)  We must also pay a price for God’s blessings. We can only walk with God if we allow him to show us the crippled areas in our lives. We must entirely surrender ourselves to God.

Summary:  In the New Testament God has established a similar a token (the communion) as a symbol of Jesus’ shedding blood and His flesh becoming a covering for our sins. Through water baptism, we literally receive Jesus’ flesh and blood covering through immersion of our entire body of corruptible flesh into water (in the name of Jesus). 

Like the coats of skin, that God supplied Adam and Eve our corruptible flesh is not suffice to enter the Kingdom of God. Just like Noah, God has specific requirements that save us from destruction. The ark symbolized God’s provisional covering. The rainbow was a symbol that water would not destroy us but would be instrumental in saving us from destruction, if we follow God’s plan. Through water baptism, we receive a covering (God’s flesh and blood) to protect us from God’s judgment upon the earth. 
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