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Noah and Abraham

Throughout the Bible God brought judgment to the earth for man’s disobedience. He always supplied a covering for those who repented and trusted in Him. God provided Noah and his family with a special covering, which shielded them from God’s judgment – the Ark. After the flood, God created the rainbow as a token of his a promise that he would never destroy the earth by water again. 

NOTE: God required from man a token of the shedding of blood through circumcision as a symbol of his obedience to the Old Testament covenant. 
Noah and Family

1. Genesis 9:18-23:  God demonstrates the importance of honoring the authorities in our lives through the story of Noah and his sons.
2. Genesis 9:23:  Ham uncovered the “nakedness” of his father and his other sons honored their father by “covering” his nakedness.
3. Genesis 9:24-27: Noah cursed Ham’s future seed (Genesis 10:6-20) and blessed Noah blessed his other two sons. As a result, Ham’s descendants were cursed and historical enemies to the Israelites. Shem and Japheth’s were blessed. 
4. Genesis 11:1-9:  The Tower of Babel story is about a man, Nimrod a descendant of Ham, who devised a plan to rally the people together to build a tower tall enough to reach heaven. His goal was to make a name for the people and himself.
5. Genesis 11:6:  God know that if the when people are in unity, they are unstoppable. God confounded and confused their languages to scatter them in disunity.
6. Genesis 11:8-9:  When we live self-centered lives that caters only to our personal plans, God creates confusion and disillusionment in our lives.
After the Tower of Babel, mankind all over worshipped many different gods. Some groups offered up human sacrifices as part of their worship. Human sacrifice is an abomination to God and not a substitute covering for sin. God seeks those who desire his Word, his righteousness, and have an obedient heart. Abram was such a man seeking after God.

Abraham and Family

1. Genesis 17:1-5: God made a covenant with Abram and changed his name to Abraham. Abram means “father of the multitudes or nations”.
2. Genesis 17:14: People, who did not submit to the covenant token of circumcising their foreskin were cut off from the promise.
3. Genesis 18:20-22:  Abraham attempted to intercede for Sodom and Gomorrah because his nephew, Lot, resided there.
4. Genesis 19:5:  Angels were sent to rescue Lot and his family from God’s wrath. Perverted and wicked city dwellers demanded access to the Angels for homosexual relations.

5. Genesis 19:7-8:  Lot compromised by offering to provide his virgin daughters for sexual use to these vile men. Christian must stand guard not to compromise their holy living.

6. Genesis 19:26:  God destroyed the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. Lot’s wife looked back at the destruction of the cities and turned into a pillar of salt.

7. Genesis 19:31-38:  The spirit of perversion enticed Lot’s daughters to have sex with their father to continue his seed. This incest act bred a line of perverted seed, Moabites and Ammonites, who became enemies to the Israelites. Lot’s living a life of compromise in Sodom and Gomorrah opened his spirit to deception and perversion.

Abraham faithfully followed God. He left his familiar surroundings and relatives to walk by faith and bind himself to God’s covenant. Are we willing to separate ourselves unto God for his service? Abraham submitted to the “One True God”, who created the heavens and the earth. Being surrounded by pagan communities who worshipped multiple gods did not hinder or alter Abraham’s faithfulness. The faith of every person today should rest in the promise God made to Abraham. 

8. Genesis 17:6: God said that he would make Abraham exceedingly fruitful and that kings would come out of him.

· verse 13: God would establish an everlasting flesh through Jesus Christ.
· verse 14 :God commanded this covenant token of circumcision of the flesh to prove that he belonged to God. Any man who was not obedient was cut off.
Circumcision Covenant Promises

Abraham, our Father of Faith, understood that God’s covenant required the shedding of blood through the circumcision of men’s foreskin. Abraham knew that this was the only way in the Old Testament that God would accept relationship with man. Even though the New Testament covenant does not have the same exact requirements, it foreshadowed the New Testament in that God still required a sacrifice of the shedding blood. 
In the New Testament God has provided a similar token (the communion) as a symbol of Jesus’ blood being shed and His flesh becoming a covering for our sins. Through water baptism, we spiritually receive this flesh and blood covering. Water baptism immerses our body of corruptible flesh into water and covers it in Jesus Name. Like the coats of skin that God supplied Adam and Eve, our corruptible flesh is not qualified to enter the Kingdom of God.

Just like Noah, God has specific requirements in order for man to be saved from destruction. The Ark symbolized God’s provisional covering. The rainbow was a symbol that water would not destroy us, but would be instrumental in saving us from destruction. We must follow God’s plan of being water baptized to receive a covering (God’s flesh and blood) to protect us from God’s judgment upon the earth.  
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